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From the Roving Reporter Jan 2011.

Yes, it is still | but I'll be vacating the Secregas desk pretty soon. We'll still take notes whilee talks are
on, or should | say that Margaret would do so bseauy notes are getting so bad | cannot read thgselim
To think that this will be another job that the neecretary will not have to do.

In recent months there have been certain changas toollection, the plants still grow and offset bve are
getting slower in our husbandry. We have found thatpink floweredDxalis really loves pot culture and
despite our extracting the thousands of bulbilshase found it useless to try to rejuvenate pottig, These
bulbils are so similar to fertilizer pellets thay myes have given up trying to tell them apartw®&mow use
pristine potting mix and offsets!

That was decision number one. Decision number 2usalwoking at overloaded leaning benches and
overhead structures. Gone are the days when Hamyf@d who lived a couple of blocks away knew iswa
morning tea time because he heard the saw stamirfigr new construction work. Nowadays | find thate
does almost as good a job. Anyway we had to dedstieduce numbers and here Margaret has evewexdlo
me into the potted plant area. In the ‘old’ daysakeays kept two of the same just in case one dietlkept
spares for sale. AND we remembered what we hadavigloe started to get duplicate duplicates and even
triplicate duplicates at various points arounddheden. Nowadays we only keep one of each sort and
Margaret follows me around with pad and pen domgnaentory. We even found plants we had forgotten
still had. Now the work is finished we can enjow&, but more easy to manage, plants.

We must remember that there are so many Brometieddook alike (even when they have different ngine
and you must be selective. | know it is easy whaun first get into Bromeliads in taking off as marf{sets
as you can to increase your collection but thensamn have a collection of sameness where vagdtyei
spice of life! If you do not have the right lighdreditions you will quickly learn that your Brometig will
grow very well as green plants looking like ferfikis may satisfy some but | think the challenge esnwhen
the right amount of light is rewarded by a brighttloured leafed plant with the flowers an extraudm

One way to cheaply add variety to your collectigty careful selection at raffle time. | have ale/égen
critical of those who bring in un-named plants whicsuppose is better than wrongly named plantsveut
often see plants brought in that have been growvim the ferns. The problem here is that there sonestiis
good material — it is just bad presentation. Thenaipt in me says that the recipient can resursach a plant
to its proper glory by judicious pruning or evenitivey for a good offset.

To my mind, your greatest warm fuzzy feeling is wiyeu get flowering on a plant that is colourfutlan
sturdy. Remember, just one, - not 10 of the same.

AND so to the plants brought in for discussionsEthere was Adam, who at short notice, gave usples
of Margaret Paterson Neoregelia hybrids he haditscacquired. He had hoped to have a few mordaiai
to members but the Queensland floods had defemegcand it is hoped that Feb meeting we may see.mor
Clearly, an outstanding hybrid is ‘Jewellery Shagiich started out its life in 1996 by crossing ‘léatlwith
‘Mercury’, where it had 8 named siblings. EverMargaret had a problem because she had 3 or 4spifaait
stood out from the rest and could only be givendbitective name of ‘Jewellery Shop’ such were thei
similarities. These days | think many could pick auJewellery Shop’ even without a label. Suchthee
aims of hybridists she just had to use ‘Jewelldrg®in more crossings but none have its vibrakoy.
example it was used 45 times as mother and 3&lasrfaAddam was able to point out similarities ie th
various ‘greges’ or in human terms brothers angs Margaret calls them ‘Series’ So we have ‘Love
series, ‘Gympie’, ‘Dear Ones’ and ‘Cooloola’ to nien a few This was not only in looks but in Marggs
choice of names. Certainly, her registration of sat4 hybrids shows her commitment to seed raising.
Others of us did bring in some of Margaret’s oldgbrids to show that there are others still arotivad have
not been tossed out because they are old!

Bill Treloar then took over by talking about théet plants brought in. Peter Hall is still braggatzput his
Hylaeaicum but at least he can get it to offsehdbitat it is used to hanging around in the traprainforest
hoping for a bit of wind to dry it off a bit. In Agdaide it would appear that offsets have more ooamghare
thus more or less erect but Peter tells me he&isgdhe plunge and removing two so they can béeand
grow by their own steam.
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Roving Reporter Jan 2011 cont:

The clever clogs amongst you no doubt know whayladh is and it took me a bit of fossicking. If yaxe an
ecologist you will know it means tropical rainforesd when Ule coined the name Hylaeaicum in 1997 h
was referring to the tropical rainforest of the epeaches of the River Amazon. He treated thebeiag
Nidularium! While it resides in Neoregelia like ars thumb at least it is now treated as a sepatdigenus
of Neoregelia. The challenge for Peter will beltavier his offsets. Why am | pleased with the husioan
ability of Peter? Over the years | have seen lbthie subgenus on our sales tables having comefova
Victoria via Mick Romanowski who has Melbourne watxtra heating in winter and a fertilising regime
Some have even imported batches from Queenslahdnfly the pleasure of growing these as annuals
because nobody makes mention of their plant tHevimhig Spring.

| know | always have an opinion as to the name piat brought in without a label but how many otiyare
inquisitive enough to give it an independent chddks is a bit harder with species but checks aambade
with photos orhttp://fcbs.orgiif you have access to a computer. Even more dedaibe obtained in the case
of cultivars onhttp://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/ber/index.php

| refer to two perennial queries that started sdgears ago with that prolific hybridist, Ed Humim
producing many Aechmea hybrids and not disclosergiptage. The first name we suggested Aechmea
‘Bastantha’ could well be true but then there dse &andy Corn’, ‘Electrica’, ‘Popcorn’, or ‘Rajalwve
think that Hummel was at the time playing wibchmea fasciata and those arounfiechmea fulgens/miniata
that have the discolor leaves. Alas we are unabiail them down. What is astounding is that tHeg®&ids

are still alive and well after so many years. Hoany Neoregelia hybrids have stood the test of time?
Iv. 7 v ’/
”‘

Aechmea ‘Bastantha’

Aechmea ‘Candy Corn’| Aechmea ‘Electrica’| Aechmea ‘Rajah’

The other one where Hummel could well have beeyiqpgavith Aechmea ‘Foster’s Favorite’ was one wi fe
could be ‘Bill Barrett’ but then there is also ‘C@&an’, and ‘Jackson’ to consider.

Bill was surprised to seeGanistrum fosterianum with the flower exceeding the leaf tube becaudsute it
stays hidden. Either too cold or too hot he dogknow but he does find this genus fairly easyrmagin

Bute if only for the black blotches you get on teaves. Mind you, he did mention that ‘other omitt
became an Edmundoa. An easy way to think of Edmauigithat its inflorescence is full of brown hair!
Others are not so easy especially those that wemt €anistrum to Wittrockia where the Braziliansmpeto

be having a great time moving species around.igncidise | follow Elton Leme because his reasongeys
more logical. | can assure you that translatindisarticles from the Portuguese is fun!

Everyone must have noticed the ‘smakchmea ‘Ares’ that
George brought in and didn’t want to take home. BUT
someone loved it and it is now happy in its new aoFor
‘outdoor’ plantings in Adelaide we have few plants can
recommend other than s&yya andDyckia and the species
Aechmea distichantha or its hybrids is as tough as old boots.
AND they need to be grown tough to keep their staperwise
too much shade and you soon have a strappy picidia! |If
you want to get any of these you must ask aroucduse they
are not items seen often on our sales tal®lesdimea ‘Ares’ is a
bit of a disappointment because its inflorescescamaller than
the species.

Aechmea ‘Ares’ (Photo by J. Batty)



Roving Reporter Jan 2011 cont:

We finished up with Tillandsia and here Bill exesllhimself by bringing in a great selection all Weey from
Bute, if only to show us they do grow up that way.

One little puzzle wa§. utriculata subsppringlei andT. karwinskyana. It must be 30 years ago in Australia
where | was growing plants that looked the samehhdteither of these two names wherever | bougirhth
This was mighty confusing but clearly growers weoé checking floral details with written descripts

Mind you, these descriptions were a lot hardeirtd than they are these days. It was when | was @abjet a
‘true’ T. karwinskyana from Dennis Cathcart at Tropiflora in Florida thdtegan to see the light. Since then |
have had great correspondence with Renate Ehleeibe these two species are but the tip of theigeb
when looking at this complex. Anyway, have a lobokhe photos of both species so you can try to rebes
their differences.

1A

T. karwinskyana : . :
Sky T. utriculata subsppringlei

Bill was a bit worried about his. harrisii whose spike was either red or green and didn'tkwhat caused
it. I have noticed similar happenings but genertiiy floral bracts go red when it is ready to flowenust
mention here that this species is very rare inntiheé and is protected under CITES. Luckily it growsll in
Adelaide so if you have it then cherish it.

When you start collecting plants you are not thégriested in names or plant identity. The secord@lis
one where you try to fathom out individual namese Third phase is where you ask questions aboliasity
but different names apply and logic seems to galmutvindow. Bill is up to phase 3 and had brought
examples of tha@. paleacea/streptocarpa complex, which includes. reichenbachii and a lot of other species.
If you have an idea of where your plant was founthie wild you have a chance at identifying. Otlisent is
like having a 500 piece jigsaw with 40 pieces nmigsAnyway, we had great fun discussing.

The same applied fb. lorentziana especially the white petalled form where were ablshow that it should
not be confused witf. vernicosa whose floral bracts shine like they have beenished.

There was a small flowering hybrid there with suggmbparents of. albertiana andT. bandensis but nobody
present was prepared to say these must be corftastis being investigated further and may well get
cultivar name.

Finally, there was one plant | was surprised toisee
flower by the name of. salmonea. You see | have
had this plant for years but narry a flower. IRienate
Ehler’s favourite because in the Mexican sun sl
bracts are salmon coloured. Impatient Adam had
managed to induce flowering by artificial means and
dare | say that the salmon colour was lacking.

=5

T. salmonea (Photo by J. Batty)



From the Roving Reporter Feb 2011.

Overheard in the car park, “What | like about ttlisb is that there are no politics! “ or words hat effect
but which got me thinking. By politics | read pemseersus person without the common denominatofaoftp
We still have our spats but our aim for many ydeas been plants and people. From a personal poig\e,
the problem with plants is that it needs peoplg@ocan talk about plants which is why you may kHiam
way up in the clouds and deaf as a post — | amarsing with nature. Margaret on the other hand is a
people/plant person but perhaps that it a female Whatever way it is you cannot argue with anpl#f it
loses the argument it just dies — quietly!

Mind you the reason may have been we had so mutheoaigenda that we did not have time to argue!
Over 50 members rolled up for the AGM, which mustabrecord because usually members stay awaydor fe
of being dobbed in for a job. Aren’t we lucky tovieaGeoff Jarrett as Returning Officer? No messiitg w

him and he seems to have the knack of getting veus. It was certainly the changing of the guaitth &
executive members with some 75 years service betiesn deciding to retire. By retire | do not mean
making no comments because Margaret and | willlstilsupplying bits for the Gazette.

Anyway, here are the winners.

PRESIDENT Adam Bodzioch new

VICE PRESIDENT Peter Hall new

SECRETARY Bev Masters new

TREASURER Bill Treloar

COMMITTEE Vee Clark new
Jeanne Hall new

John Murphy
Lainie Stainer
Colin Waterman

AUDITOR Vee Clark new
ASSISTANT SECRETARY may not be used — Committee to decide
ASSISTANT TREASURER Committee to decide

LIBRARIAN Lainie Stainer

AFTERNOON TEA ORGANISER Bev Masters

DOORTICKETS George Rudolph

RAFFLE TICKETS George Rudolph and other helpers on the day.
HOST/ESS Colin Waterman/ Sue Sckrabei new.
POTS& LABELS Ron Masters

NAME TAG MAKER Ron and Bev Masters

GAZETTE Derek & Margaret Butcher/ Bev Masters

Colin Anderson ‘turns’ old wood into objects of gteise and had spent some midnight oil in makipgra
for the ‘Retiring’ Len, a finger bowl for Uncle Dek, and a vase for Auntie Margaret. | do not kndwowas
more embarrassed at the presentation, the dortbe gecipients! In any event, everyone joined & th
acclamation. We even had quiet Sue saying a fewlsvok appreciation.

The three raffles took ages to deal with. Yes weeltaree raffles. It is a good job Nick Xenaphonas a
member! Why were we impatient? We knew that wethddeep our door prize tickets for the lucky chance
to buy from the final batch of plants from MargalRetterson. So Adam went off to organise that.

Len quickly followed by talking about the otherpley plants brought in and what a lot there wellgré
was the huge floweringechmea caudata that did not know whether it was variegated or iNziw, a keen
Brom grower would decide whether he wanted a vateyplant or a non-variegated plant and seleat fro
the offsets to achieve his aim. The best-variegatts@t comes from the axil of the best-variegdéad. If the
first offset is not variegated then remove it eanlyts life and turn the plant so that the besf is on the
sunniest side of the plant. We are told this posigncourages the production of offsets on tha&t sid



Roving Reporter Feb 2011 cont

Grow on the best offset and DESTROY the rest. Wthenoffset matures again select the most variglgate
and so on until you are satisfied. By then you bdlfed up with variegated plants so you can stecting
to remove the variegation. By then you can retioenfbeing Secretary! You can also do nothing astl ju
complain that the plant is not doing the right thand | can assure you that the plant won't listen!

Sue had brought in some very well grown Neoregelidsch really took my interest because they were
mainly oldies like ‘Johannas Purple’ and ‘Porphipgarl’. While Len and Adam can rave about the new/bi
from Margaret Paterson | rave about the oldiesigdltdave got used to the vagaries of Adelaide Bartd!)
weather whereas newbies are yet untried. Len aranAday brag about the success they have acclinmtisi
their purchases but some of you may well get thegsl@t experience. If you do feel your plant hasrbe
damaged by your conditions do not despair becdweseftsets will be much stronger. You just havédo
patient.

Sue was justifiably proud of her flowering a hyb@dzmania and this made Adam happy.

Who looked alNeoregelia ‘Panama Queen’ and thought it was
an odd name? Well, it is an odd name because angdalthe
records it is supposed to look like the snalthlorosticta. As
it got to us from Maurice Kellett we are now follmg this n
lead. By the way | do like people who put on thabels where ™
they got their plant. If you ever query a planaiBotanic
Garden they always go back to their records of elitetame
from. This is called its provenance. With a speties is
generally where the plant was collected in the \Wwild any —
reference is better than none. EVEN if there i®th@r name on*"
the label but please put ‘ex’ or ‘from’ becauseréhis always
the danger that the plant gets lumbered with itsagroper
namel!!!

Neoregelia ‘Panama Queen’

(Photo by J. Batty)
Who looked at the plant that had leaves like
cardboard with a red tip? The plant had been | g .
brought in by Penny Seekamp and she was after it :
name. She had got it from Bev so now two people
can add a label to their plant. Perhaps there are
others in the same boat because it was a frequent
visitor to our meetings 20 years ago but | had
thought it had disappeared forever. You may now
have guessed that its name is ‘Cardboard’ but be
like me had forgotten its bigeneric name which is
xNeotanthus. It is a hybrid said to have been done i
the USA by Mulford Foster some 40 years ago and
even he could not remember the parents. Looking
the plant you could guess th¥goregelia spectabilis
andCryptanthus zonatus may have been involved! XNeotanthus. ‘Cardboard’

(Photo by J. Batty)

While talking about label writing please try to kee spelling as correct as you can. Don’t wobgw
capitals or italics or even quote marks, just {hellsrg. Some of us are even suggesting a Labeldrdisting
in the same vein as schoolboy howlers that occurritten examinations. For examé|bergia velutatta
for vittata, Tillandsia utiflulata for utriculata only the plant wa&acinea pugiformis, and finally which is
more explainable because it is possibly the waye@Qsi@anders would pronounce it — Neoregelia ‘Red &Vav
instead of the correct ‘Red Waif’!
There were many Tillandsias, as usual but | wil@peak about a couple. First | must congratuzderge
on his growing Tillandsias even though he losesl&Hl refer to his way of using minute terracqitis to
grow Tillandsias in because they certainly grow enambust under these conditions. A plastic pot d@ayhe
job but I bet the whole thing will keep falling avé&so remember terracotta pots if you want to expent.
The other was Len’s pride and joy — and floweriog + under the odd name Gilandsia coalcomanensis.




Roving Reporter Feb 2011 cont

We all know that Coalcoman must be in Mexico, sy &l the excitement? This plant was first found in
2005 and was described by Renate Ehlers in 200@hvidfast work to a taxonomist! 10 years agodhky
way any of Renate’s plants got to Australia walegithrough Len or me. These days Tillandsia grevirem
NSW and Queensland make trips to Germany to brawd plants. So, these choice newbies are not utique
South Australia. Needless to say the warmer weath#iose parts of Australia means larger plantswitey
flower. To Big Len, if it is big it must be good bass | say “Best things come in small parcels!”

AND so to the main talk which Adam and | scootegbtiyh but these notes will cover some of the items
glossed over.

Why did we pick Orthophytum AND Cryptanthus becatis®y need different growing conditions anyway? |
must confess that my favorite bedtime story boabnie of the three tomes on Bromeliaceae by Smith &
Downs. Here in the genera key they have OrthophgnthCryptanthus right next to each other so tharst
be a link.

First you have to appreciate where the Tropic giriarn is in relation to Australia. If you want fiod out it

is on your closest Atlas!

Orthophytum was named because the first plant to be givemtmse had a straight erect inflorescence but
things have changed since then. They grow maintthraf this Tropic line in Brazil in more open asea
Botanically speaking that has sepals not joineéttugy to form a tube and they have bits at the batee
petals. If you don’t believe me just butcher a fgants.

Cryptanthus means hidden flowers. You can still see them lhey do not poke out! They mainly grow below
the line where it is more humid and more trees. §dmals are joined in a tube and the petals dbanat bits
at the base.

Now, there was one plant, which could be calledegiCryptanthus duartei or Orthophytum supthutii. In

other words, taxonomists did not know where it hgkd. In doing his Doctorate on the group of
Orthophytum without tall inflorescences my Internet friend, Relf Louzada thought he would treat this
oddbod under the genusapa (The name of his supervising Professor!). As atead am often asked by
taxonomists around the world for ideas about whatdtommon man thinks about their views! It is gfeat
Anyway, his thesis hadapa in it. But his thesis was not published so the naras not even legitimate but it
did not stop the Americans accepting it as godpeas perhaps the first to hear from Rafael thatas
whoops because there was already a seaweed taflagnd it is a no-no to use the same name twibe
new genus was to heapanthus but it took some two years of suspense befora# published! Needless to
say very few people are growing this genus bectheselants are very rare in the wild and they need
specialised growing conditions to survive. You grjoeem by looking at photos.

Now to the plants on display

We had several species@fthophytumto look at, to show they can be grown successfalidelaide. You
just have to keep them on the dry side though wivi#hen watered in the warmer weather they grow ver
quickly. In fact our grumble is how to stop thencidiéeng to flower at an early age. A plant not ioviler has
certain character but then this long spike emeageisspoils it all! Perhaps the most popular spesi€s
gurkenii (with its almost twin ‘Warren Loose’), which hasdnm used in a supposed hybrid program to produce
the likes of ‘Brunswick’. NOW if the variegated farcould be made stable, now that would be someithing
was surprised to see ‘What' is still around and wigorous clump too. Its seed parent was sai@10.b
saxicola and that is what | feel it still is but have n@@f. These days any sign of variegation seems\e ha
been lost. The piece-de-resistance was a thrplisagt ofO. burle-marxii that Adam had brought in. This is
in the same section that Rafael Louzada, mentiabege, works with and where | admire the photoseHe
we saw it in the flesh — so to speak. What is tkih or is it the seventh deadly sin?

And so to a quick look at theryptanthus, which seems to be a current interest of Adamd&sweea saw lots of
hybrids. Adam was a bit jealous of how Vee Clargriswing her plants but she is lucky in having an
Electrician for a husband to do heating coils atimttechnical things. In any event, Ray Clarkrisao
promise to reveal all at a later date! Yes, themmore wailing with survival of Cryptanthus duriAdelaide’s
winter months than any other genus! | smile wherhexe had a mild winter and the bragging startsflibe
next winter is colder and wet the bragging stolpstill keep growing my ‘species’ but they are tiog ‘in’
thing. Nor are the Australian hybrids from whativson the table. But that is life! So those whaehbeen
discouraged from growin@ryptanthus remember that perseverance and adaptation wirdaghe



Sample of Orthophytum & Cryptanthus, photogr aphs

Cryptanth's ‘Warren Loos’

\

Cryptanthus marginatus

Cryptanthu:
correfa-araufol

inthus whitmanii photo by Hiroshi Yal




