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VISITORS & NEW MEMBERS
WELCOME

Len's Racinaea (photo by J.Batty.)
Pots, Labels & Hangers - Small quantities available all meetings.

For special ensl larger quantities call Ron Masters on 83514876
Dates for 2010

August & no meeting in December or

Meeting dates:-Nov 14" Plant swap and Auctionstarting 30 minutes earlBpecial afternoon tea - bring

a plate Special Events:- Bromeliad Extravaganza Nov 13 featuring Displays & Sales

2011 dates:- Jan 16th (Cannot get in on Jan 9th!!l- SEE REMINDERS PRb 13, Mar 13,
Mar 26 & 27 ShowApl 10, May 1, June 12, July 10, Aug 7, Sep 14t @ Nov 12 Sales dajov 13

Applications for membership always welcome.
Subscriptions $10.00 per year Feb to Feb.
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JQ SeptemberMeeting from the Secretary’s desk

You all know that | am always saying ‘Never trust hame on the label’ ad nauseum! With emphasis on
plants on the raffle table. | know that a high petage of members do not really worry about comeates
but if you are a stickler for names you can getaamwfuzzy feeling when you find the correct (or mga
correct!) name on your plant. In fact if | didn"owy about names then we would only need a one page
Gazette every two months! Anyway, the special Raflnot immune to this problem where we had atplan
calledCryptanthus lacerdae, which even our ‘special visitor’ picked up on. ISgot Julie Batty to take a
photo so we could investigate further. Her view W it was close to a pale Cryptanthus ‘Ruby’diher
words a plant grown in too much shade due to wiptetection) and | referred it on to Geoff Lawne th
only one left in Australia who takes a keen inteneghis genus. It was music to my ears when heex
with Julie’s idea. He also dropped the hint abbetAustralian websitbttp://www.bromeliad.org.au/
because there was nothing on my beloved officidlivar Register website
http://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/ber/index.phPn the Australian website | found out that theomaster lan

Hook had had similar problems identifying ‘Ruby’dane had ALL the answers. My query is now whether
the winner of thiCryptanthus did query the name or if our reporting’s will meifwey missed out on a
warm fuzzy feeling.

. e
érypt Ruby (photo by Julie Batty)

Crypt Ruby at meeting (photo by Julie Batty)

We had a special visitor all the way from the Huwlistrict in NSW who goes by the name of Mark Sapp
Len didn't tell you that Mark is a Tillynut and wed nothing on display for him to observe on oanpl
display! Mind you there was oriRacinaea of Len’s that was dillandsia in the 1970’s. In fact in those days
Len’s plant was considered to be the saméildandsia adpressa Andre, so it is no wonder that Len was
dubious as to the name he had on the label.

Other plants that Len talked about that formedsdondary display included a puzzle from Bill fr@ute.
Many of hisAechmea subgenu®rtgiesia alleged species were flowering at the same timbid experience
they all had set flowering periods and he coulduraterstand my pontificating about how easily they
hybridised. All he had to get was a winter likestlast one! | hope you all noted that Bill is tryiso hard to
find what might be considered as true speciesigngtoup of aechmeas that grow quite easily in Bout
Australia. We hadechmea ‘Comata Too’ which Len was able to point out wasoanbination of the
parentsA. comata andA. recurvata. Mind you there was still the problem of why tinflarescence was
nestled in the leaf cup and not sticking out! ThéeuitousAechmea ‘Mary Brett’ in flower clearly
showing its links tcAechmea recurvata. This came into being over 30 years ago when we3hdidtinct
types so our view is there must be more than 3stgpeund these days. Then there was a non-flowering
plant that could well be A. ‘Foster’s Favorite’ whehe owner was asked to bring in again when it is
flowering if she can’t work out a name in the mémet Someone else had brought in one of my fawurit
Billbergias. namelyB. sanderiana, in full flower which lasts when the weather iot¢cold?). This was
another with naming 40 years ago when the greataoy8mith led us astray. Finally | must mention
Canistrum fosterianum which by all rights should not survive in Butetlmidoes and it flowers. That is if
you look down the leaf tube to see the flower wigalys it is too cold to come out any further.

We had Pitcairnioideae plants coming out our eais ehallenge to Bill and myself. When Len wallaw
Orleans he overheard someone saying about Lenpogeal talk that they hoped he was not going to talk
about all those ioideae thingies. Well, we in Adidatake ioideae in our stride because we knowjitst a
grouping of certain allied genera. So Pitcairniaielgust means genera that can be related to thes gen
Pitcairnia.
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SeptemberMeeting cont:

Things started with a bang because the audiencéohiathgine what 500 million years might be like
because that was when plants started on this &@@hmillion years ago we saw flowering plants, 70
million years ago Bromeliads started but would betreally recognizable as such because it wasuontily
20 million years ago that recognisable genera datoebeing. This is rather young when compared#o t
starting date but let us put it into perspectivieisiwas the time when the Amazon river reachedéaejust
to the right of where the Panama canal is todag. famous tepuys of Venezuela that we think as ahcie
were still open plain. It was their being forceduapd that made the Amazon find its current routés bn
these famous tepuis that our more ancient bromsehael found. So we have Brocchinioideae,
Lindmanioideae, Hechtioideae (this is an odd orebse how do get separate male and female plants to
have sex when they cannot walk?), Puyoideae, Nde@@, and last but not least Pitcairnioideae wivere
had all genera represented.

And so to the plants where Pitcairnia was deak Wirst. This is genus that
likes it warm and does not mind boggy conditionSiimmer. Consequentlyk
lovers of this genus like Bill treat many as ansuatd if you cannot find
replacements you go without. We had Pitcairnia tiay’ which is really a
species from Mexico. In 1971 Maurice Kellett fromeMourne found this
plant in Mexico, which Dr Matuda said wRgcairnia harwigii. This plant
was happlly growing in Melbourne until 10 years agten | started asking

that this WAS going to be described but it is tateInow. Anyway, we knewg 2
the exact locality but could not get one Mexicaxoteomist keen enough to
visit. So in the meantime we call it ‘Hartwig’. Ehhas only one sort of '
leaves even though they are deciduous. Our ottenpbe P. heterophylla
(as the name suggests) has two sorts of ‘leavesmbll ones and ones that
are a bunch of prickles so you take care when wegedihis species comes *
from an area where there are two main seasonsw@nand the other dry. |
leave it to you to decide which sorts of leavesmoeluced when.

Pitcairnia HartW|g

Then we hadrFosterella, which was once a favourite of Big Len’s when taartped around Bolivia but what
with importation problems he seemed to lose intefidsey seed very easily so anyone should be algett
hold of a plant if they are genuinely interestedhis genus. | prefer them to spec@&yptanthus even
though they need similar growing conditions, hasslIcolourful leaves and much smaller flowershin t
wild you find them in nooks and crannies where hditpiand moisture may be more available. | showed a
photo of what the plants are like at the end ofdhyeseason when they are covered with dust. Nodeed
plant for the competition bench but | find themdasting.

Next wasEncholirium, which is Len’s favourite. Botanically speaking thés very little difference between
this genus and Dyckia. The main difference beintpéinflorescence, which emerges from the cerfttheo
plant in Encholirium but off centre in Dyckia. Arose into the flowers these are mainly colouredentr
greenish in Encholirium to yellow or orange in DigckWe saw Encholirium #4 that has yet to flowemnso
can investigate its name and a depauperate E.cuithem (in a pot) where we had worked out the name
for it to be confirmed by Rafaela Forzza, the Bramiexpert on this genus. This gave both Len agseth

a warm fuzzy feeling!

And so toDeuterocohnia where there are two main groups. One that used talbedAbromietiella with
inflorescences without scapes and the other gratipimflorescences on long scapes. It was only wthey
found a species with a medium sized scape thatdbeiled thaBbromietiella should disappear under
Deuterocohnia. It is the ones with long scapes that are rathayuenin the Bromeliad world as Bill pointed
out. With hisD. longipetala he knew that in Bute it flowered every year forears. Each year at flowering
time the flower spike would send out another braauath start flowering again. Notice to tidy gardener
“Do not prune your ‘dead’ flower head on ydbrlongipetala!” We only saw representatives of

D. brevifolia andD. lorentziana because the long scaped forms are best grown iopie ground or large
pots!

Finally we had the dyckias, which were clearly there popular but are not that easy to grow if y@uane
for the species. Hybrids have that get up and gbisBstill trying to get the right soil mix wheréne general
feeling was that if he must change from his genBram mix he should be looking towards a proprigtar
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SeptemberMeeting cont:

cactus mix. In the wild we know they have it toughanks to the chap who runs
http://dyckiabrazil.blogspot.conihave lots of habitat shots, which shows theeawtrs of conditions they
can endure in the wild throughout the year fromhhag a rock in the merciless sun to being submeoged
the rainy season. His website, however, concest@ieclose-ups mainly of species but some of his ow
hybrids. If you are a Dyckia lover just look anadirbecause the chance of getting a plant intoralatis
virtually zilch.

Over the years we in Adelaide have been succeissfdtting in new species from seed collected & th
wild and if you ever get hold of an offset of siecplant hang on to it like grim death! Hybrids abdso
make sure of your source. Ebay is notorious foeraify hybrids masquerading as species. If you want
check authenticity oDyckia names check the species data badettpr/fcbs.orgivhere Constantino ( Mr
dyckiabrazil (see above) has been very helpfuraviding photos.

Species on display includechrnier-lapostollei, marnier-lapostollei var. estevesii, choristaminea,
lindevaldae ( from frozen seed from Heidelberg Bot Gdn via lbé), doeringii, (same sourceplatyphylla,
andfosterianum (from habitat collected seed b Rudy Schulz in dfiict).

* ~ ¥on 4
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taminea

D.marnier-lapostollei ~ | D. marnier-lapostollei var. | D, ch
estevesii
If you growDyckia from seed collected in a botanical garden or aageicollection you can expect hybrids.
50 years ag®. fosteriana distributed as such were in fact hybrids. Of ma&eent claims we know that the
specied. dawsonii as grown in California acts like a hybrid and yeis supposed to have been used as a
guoted species in registered hybrids. | have ajreagoused my views on the problems with ‘Warrarn’ b
point out it has no relationship to our own memtxdted Warren! In other words you treat ‘Warren'yasi
would rabbits! Another Australian problem involveeledlings taken up to the Central coast by RubyeRyd
which the locals gladly accepted. The plants neededme and they came up with ‘Ruby’s Soft Spod an
duly registered it under that name.
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D. lindevaldae

October meeting from the Secretary’s desk

Another great roll up, not only in people, but allsglants for the raffle table AND the display kbSome
may have noticed that the raffle tickets are now ib8tead of the 20c. The price rise was not toeiase
funds but to save time for poor old George. He kaidvas spending ‘hours’ folding tickets and higyérs
these days are not so bendy. The strategy workegilise we only sold half as many tickets but anyone
mathematically minded will note we still made affirbecause the number of tickets sold should HBaen
about 40%. The wise old owl we have as Secretalguaggest that members be given two tickets. One fo
the door prize and one for the raffle but the cotteaiseemed to think that members needed theirlgamnb
urge to be assuaged by buying more tickets thannk&hbour, should be allowed to do so! This @rnise
meant a price rise in the special raffle that teradll, a special raffle because we look for rgants here
AND the name on the label gets argued about!

Adam had arranged for another batch of Neoregglmiths from Margaret Paterson to be available at th
meeting and everyone was eager not to lose theirghize ticket because this went into the salésip.
Such was the overall standard of the plants ther ¢ve lucky last to pick their purchase went away
satisfied. THERE was one exception with El Predielapitting the dummy because by the time his turn
came the plant of his choice with orange spotsraddlecks on a sea green background had alreaus. go
Many members offered to buy Len a can of Rainbowts he could create one for himself, but heddrn
down the offer. He did make a fast recovery to talkis about the plants brought in for the gendisgilay,
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October meeting cont:
First we had an oldie from the 1980’s calRitlbergia ‘Royal Vase’ which was one of the first plantsttha
proved to me that you did need such a thing asltv@uRegister to check up on identity. You seethie
American Journal in 1962 Mulford Foster told usaddbut this hybrid he had called ‘Gerda’ which vaas
hybrid betweem. horrida var. tigrina andB. amoena varviridis . Both these species are spectacular in
plant shape and colour of inflorescence with thieridysomewhere in between. There was even a bladk a
white photo to show us what it looked like. In ##80’s there were two plants called ‘Gerda’ botpamted
from the US and Bill Morris who at the time was Ipably the only one in Australia who had back copies
the American Journal, pointed out this problemeAftonsultation with Olwen Ferris we decided td tted
plant that was called ‘Gerda’ but looked likBavittata x amoena hybrid should be called ‘Royal Vase’
Here we split into two directions because crossingttata with B. amoena has been a favourite with
hybridists ever since they were discovered in tiid and in the late 1800’s the Europeans really fuzad

with these two with lots of names and lots of wags. Only recently with the help of internet | hdngen

able to get hold of these writings and although foreign language are fantastic archival matekriel

sure that some of these hybrids got to Australifaress many years ago with German migrants wheréhSou
Australia had its fair share. It did not surprise that the Botanic Garden at Weetunga has thisgdttere
only it has been known for many years as the sp&cigttata. Anyone who has grown the true species will
see the inferior colouring of the inflor

— "l

B.vittata

Nt
B. horrida var.tigrina

Let us now return to ‘Gerda’ where in the 1990'srthwere two forms
under this name being grown in Florida! It was féedént problem to the
Aussie one 10 years earlier. Here, with a bit eimpting from me, Don
Beadle solved the problem by calling the impos@ande’

So whoever has this plant now knows a bit of ittdriy!

It was good to see that old favourite Aechmea netaris still being grown and we had 5 differeraré
brought in. One has yet to flower for a more oslpssitive identification. One problem is thatatstbeen
hybridised with many other Aechmeas, although enplus side it has strong genes so you can geyerall
see the influence of A. recurvata in any of thegderids.

One was variegated and which we fondly call ‘AzBadd’. Why fondly — well although this originated i
Qld we were the first to officially release it, lasn said, at the Australian Conference held in Al in
1987. Len Butt brought the plants down for John@eand we had to have a draw as to who had the
privilege to buy a plant. Perhaps a little bit aoihis plant by John himself will interest you.

“Aechmea recurvataAztec Gold' by John Catlan

"Aztec Gold' is really the story of trying to pradua desirable plant by swinging the odds in tlosvgr's
favour.

One day in 1981 a friend of mine, lan Sellars, fbarplant in a group of méechmea recurvata plants
with a good, clear yellow stripe on one of its leavThe variegated leaf appeared on a fully mattianet
that had failed to flower that year.

It was the unanimous lament that many plants ehfis as well as our own had shown partial variegati
that had not been passed on to the pups. The lerages were definitely against success, but wigh th
plant we hoped it was possible as the variegatgfdadas low down in the butt of the plant where plogs
originate.



October meeting cont:

After researching the material available, lookingd magic wand, | found that there was none, aemo
precisely, none that | could find. Now was the titagut into action three lessons learnt while oligg
our plants.

One day while sitting on an old stump, with a shavene hand and a cup of coffee in the othemngyo
get inspiration, | noted just how hardy bromeliaelslly were. There were dozens of discarded plgirtg
on their sides with their pups happily sitting @ady to grow into new clumps.

LESSON 1. If a plant falls over and a pup formseniimes out of ten the pup will start on the tije of
the plant.

Like most bromeliad growers, being short of roomould take pups off and sit them in a pot in ayver
open mix to keep them upright till | had time todeto them. If you are too long, you would windwith a
solid ball of roots. This resulted in tearing thapart and damaging the roots. Gradually it dawmethe
that the root system initiated from one side offgthp. The opposite side from the heel piece froen th
mother plant. The rule became: face the woundtsidiee centre of the pot. The roots all grow to the
outside of the pot and are easier to separate.ekpisined to me why in a clump of bromeliads thpgpare
generally grown on the mother plant farthest frowa grandmother. | reasoned that the roots on itiat s
absorbed the nourishment and gave slightly mord fodhat side of the plant. | foliar fed the pkoh one
side only and this resulted in a very high perogataf pups from that side.

LESSON 2. If you liquid feed a plant, by foliar tBeg it on one side, you increase your chancestiing
a pup from that side.

| remembered one year, there being not enough tepede for all the plants, that some were placeiéua
bench. Being winter, the sun was low in the sky légitt penetrated very well in under the benchtdaded
north. Spring arrived and busy-busy-busy then, w¢dl summer. Lo and behold! There were the plants
with all their pups, like soldiers, facing the pa#t the time | thought it was rather convenienttfze
removal of the pups.

LESSON 3. If the slant is denied light on one sit®ill throw its pups on the side facing the ligiource.
The time had come to bite the bullet. We laid tl@pat an angle of 45 degrees facing away fronsthme
with our yellow stripe being on top facing the sérfew weeks later at an angle of 90 degrees tyéfiew
stripe appeared a green pup. This was removedansttarpened screwdriver. Our theory was that tipe pu
had started its growth cycle prior to our meddhvith nature. Be patient and wait. Success immelyiate
followed by disaster. The pup was there but it pai® yellow. We had only the one variegated leaf the
pup was right under it. So all we could do was ée#\as an interesting experiment.

A few months later and the pup had grown and wkddand wondered for there on the upper side of the
leaves was a solid green stripe. A phenomenoni®pthnt is: all pups appear as plain yellow, aitre
leaves develop the green stripe improves andristunto a sturdy, vigorous grower for a variegate.
promote the growth of "Aztec Gold' we left it attad to its parent. This promoted vigorous growth
resulting in a mature plant that produced 10 pwes three years. Any pups appearing on the grekn si
were cut off so the "Aztec Gold' received all thergy.

Over the years "Aztec Gold' has never producedpa@ume that has .
reverted to green. In the first couple of yearshad to destroy only about s ¥

six plants that did not grow strong enough for me.
»‘; i
-

row and that year the flowering was the most spetén we have ever
witnessed.”

Our climate is described as subtropical but "Afetd' has not been
adversely affected by our heat. In 1985 our wipteduced 16 frosts in a
=N\
Aechmea Aztec Gold'

Lainie had brought in some specimeng®ethmea nudicaulis including a couple of variegates. We had
been discussing variegations over the phone areethad just a sample. As Len pointed out you can
have a garden full of ‘forms’ of this species atitl nd differences in them so it is very diffittuto hang
your hat on a ‘correct’ name. Botanically speakimgre are 10 varieties including 2 variegates aeg tan
be found in Brazil, northwards to Venezuela andGaebbean Islands and west to Central Americar& he
at least 2 taxonomists who believe it is bettdreat them as just one very variable species.



October meeting cont:

But you know what Bromeliad growers are like aner¢éhare some 24 cultivar names to choose from
including 6 variegates.

Trying to define a variegate is very difficult besa it is not a stable condition. Many think tHatau get
two or three successive offsets with the same gatien that has stabilised.

Recently we had an instance w@hyptanthus where change occurred after 15 years. Does thesriiet
the one plant that sported is the only unstableasng this inherent to the others?

The only reference in the ICNCP rules is in Secfi@ril5, which states: “The words ‘variety’ (or yaand
‘form’ may not be used in new cultivar epithets.wwéwer, when var. denotes variegated the epithet is
established with the word ‘variegated’ written ullf. This is not that informative perhaps because
variegation plays a very small role in the genaraild of plant cultivars. Variegation is much more
specialised in the Bromeliaceae where the following-Latin adjectives could apply

marginate (outside stripes)

mediate (solid median stripe)

variegate (varying width of stripes)

striate ( fine lines)

There are, of course, other adjectives that coeldded but regrettably, | do not see us gettingre il
consensus on what ones to use.

And so toOrthophytum ‘Blaze’ where Len fell for the 3 card tricks
in assuming it was a bigeneridleophytum. It came into being 355
years ago when a Floridian crosgadhophytum vagans with O.
navioides. We do not know who actually did the hybrid, which ==
makes me wonder how we know parentage is corretit! make
a cursory check of the sex parts to see if theyewlse same as
Foster's drawing in 1958 ofNeophytum and could not see any
great difference. Anyway, we know that the plamisre difficult
to grow than the ‘normal’ Xeophytum that is the reason why it iSFZ##
still rare.

Ortho Blaze 2

We had a nice showing of tillandsias in flower. @fi@special interest was a recent import by Lemfhis
collections made during a recent trek in Ecuadaim#tedly he kept calling the plaRacinaea without a
species name but this genus is very difficult niify because so much emphasis is how the flosver i
attached to the inflorescence. You would not thhdre so many options to look for. Strictly spegkive
are dealing with a separate part of tillandsiagaat in the 1970’s they were juBseudocatopsis within the
Tillandsia genus Pseudocatopsis was coined 120 years ago. These days with gemetiting you wonder
how it could have been linked because the g€lagpsis has been found to be very elusive as to how it
evolved. The jury is still out! Anyway in 1993 itas decided to considBseudocatopsis as a genus in its
own right and it was calleBacinaea after Racine Foster who was the one who kept Mdlfoster on the
straight and narrow! Most species of this genue¥othe Andean chain in Equatorial regions so tliley it
cool and wet for most of the year. Because theyared so high ultra-violet light seems to giverthe
spots. These are delightful spots that attracectirs but very hard to keep when closer to seal:I80
make the most of it while you can. Len enjoys @raies!



October meeting cont:

And so to Bill's segment on neoregelias where hiefianty to discuss. May |
say that the standard was high and we were plesisedhe number of

members who actually brought plants in, even thaugleant more talking for |
Bill!!! Being of the old school | was impressed howvell some of the ‘oldies’ &
and species stood up to the newby hybrids to terescJust one example was,
‘Takemura Grande’ where we think we may have the'tplant in Adelaide
because throughout the World there are many maadingr under this name. &
One thing to remember about neoregelias under Atietonditions rarely '

the ‘Takemura Grande’ you get a warm fuzzy feelithout anyone else
needing to comment.

Philosophy on changing names is an interesting Bamg the
purist that | am and the wealth of material to refel prefer to
deliberate before deciding. In fact | have somethonhang my
hat on. Some may see a plant at a meeting, whipdrgcially
looks like their plant at home. Remember a plaié¢ &y side is
the best way to do this because memory is an adesit of
human life. Your next concern is whether the piaitih the label
is itself correct. In other words be a doubting Mas before you
decide. We are showing you a photo of N. ‘Wurthmann
Midnight’ that has been wrongly known as ‘Voodoof fears, If
you want to find out the whole sorry story thenahe Neo Wurthmann's Midnight (Photo by J.
http://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/ber/index.php Batty)

STOP PRESS

SPECIAL REMINDERS

January meeting date change 16/1/2011 Topic- L. Colgan on Bromeliad genera
President
Secretary

February meeting: AGM & Assistant Secretary retiring.

Topic - Cryptanthus & Orthophytum
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