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May meeting from the Secretary’s Desk

The 4" May was Big Len’s day because not only did he kmeathe plants in the general
display but the terrestrial pricklies.

First we will mention the general display. Sue &blai had brought in a plant callsidéo olens
hybrid WM on the label but with two very good vayated offsets that had sported. She had
already removed one variegated offset which we hegettling into its new home. Len seemed
more worried about the strappy look of the offsefiereas | was more concerned with the
permanence of the variegation. Too many times haeen this variegation go just as quickly as
it came. Sue was advised to leave the offsets dmwait till early Summer before she thinks of
removing the offsets. She can then look at groutingoptimal light to show the plant at its
best. The namelenshybrid WM is a plant Margaret got from Bill Morris 1989 and is a
misnomer in that it does not have the traitslehswhich is generally dominant in a hybrid but
looks like a small ‘Strawberry Cup’. It has dondhing in the last 20 years for it to be front
stage but this may soon be changed. Bill Treldés tes that in his experience stress has a lot to
do with variegation but only Sue can tell us thaitl she threaten the plant? And so we wait
because if the variegation seems fairly stableS$pisrt will need a name that Sue can think up.
It was good to see Keith Bradtberg at the meetwotgnly to see his smiling face but the fact
that he brought several plants in for the discuddite had brought i€ryptanthusBlack
Magic’(see photo page 7\Little does he realise that there is discussionirgd as to whether some of
‘Black Magic’ growing in Australia are really ‘Bl&cMystic’ so perhaps Keith can do some
sleuthing in his spare time.

A plant that the Secretary claimed should have batnthe terrestrial pricklies wddeoregelia
‘Macho’ (see photo page avhich had been found on a dump in Rio de Jansirhé Floridian, R L
Frasier. It certainly has large black spines.

One other surprise was to sekechmea fosteriania flower at this time of the year.

And so to the pricklies.

Most bromeliads do not need spines on their leate they are up in the trees, and if they are
there they are generally small. But plants on tloeiigd especially in dry areas need some sort of
deterrent from grazing animals. These sorts of let@uds are Len’s second love after tillandsias
and he had several to show us. Most had been dgrawnseed by Rudi Schulz of Victoria who
had collected the seed when on his Cactus coltpttips. Len had bought the plants. Because
Rudi is basically a ‘Cactus’ man his seedlings warewn by numbers. As they flower under
Len’s care we try to identify them and have beeartessful on several occasion®rthophytum
lucidumbeing just one. While we seem to have successthétiong scape@rthophytumt was
good to se®rthophytum burle-marxiisee photo page As brought in by Keith. This is in the group
that has little or no scape and often the centreds turn red at flowering. In fact , very attraeti
plants to grow but alas are very difficult in Adele. My friend in Rio de Janeiro, Oscar Ribeiro
is a fan of this group and often explores theiritaébSo much so. a recent find has been named
Orthophytum heleniceaafter his wife. Apparently these forms like t@gron rocks near water
sheds and it is this possible ecological niche weatannot provide in Adelaide without going to
a lot of trouble. Interestingly nobody had broughOrthophytum gurkeni rare in the wild

but profuse in cultivation. This is a favourite itybridists and we had seve@ithophytum
hybrids on display. One was called ‘Fire & Ice’ awpposed to be a Paterson hybrid but alas it
is unregistered so we do not know how authenii it



Pricklies cont:
Most dyckias in cultivation are hybrids so it wa$reshing to see more species on display. More
of us should be growing Len’s Heidelberg 130228de who can be the first to flower it and find
out if it is a new species. Because seed was tetlen the wild there is a greater chance of it
being a species and not a hybrid. by the way, kwet ;gaid to bé®. brevifoliawith yellow leaves
should be called by the cultivar name “Yellow Glow’

And now to the oddity where Len was able to giverderesting odd story. He had at least 3 sorts
of ‘Warren’ on display which should be called ‘SafdVarren’ if you are machoistic and/or
realistic. We do not even know the parents of ‘\Waror what ‘Warren’ looks like but that did not
stop others growing on seed from this hybrid arlinggthe seedlings ‘Warren’. Will the true
‘Warren’ please stand up? The identity of somehesé hybrids emanating from California is
slowly being revealed to the Bromeliad World byeeeRDyckiagrower in Thailand by the name

of Chanin Thorut. If you really want to se®wgckiacollection ‘par excellence’ you should pay
him a visit.

Deuterocohniavas next withD. brevifolia (see photo page 7taking pride of place. Colin Anderson
seems to have the knack of rooting offsets. Allhage to do is convince him that a large tight
cushion of offsetting plants is a crowd pleaserother success story was the small seedlings that
Len had oDeuterocohnia brevispicatdsee photo page)s

The seed had also come from Heidelberg but againhad spread the seed around Australia.
Who cares if the Queenslanders had flowered thestsyear, at least we were the ones who started
it off! There was an offset dbeuterocohnia lotteaghich Len offered to the first person who
could tell him the country where the person it wamed after, came from. The answer was
Austria and Andrew Rawlinson has the job of rooiindgerhaps he should speak to Colin
Anderson because it took the Secretary 12 montkadoeed.

We had severdncholiriumon display and mostly Rudi Schulz numbers. | aepared to say that
#13 isEncholirium reflexunpurely from leaf shape. Now this is a surprise bsed_en is the one
who identifiesTillandsiafrom leaf whereas | say wait for the flower!

Then there was thdechtia— we think — which has yet to flower so we cateast find out if it is

a boy or a girl. If Len had got two plants it magve saved a loneliness crisis further down the
track.

Len has always been proud of Bisinacanthon urbanianumwhich he got from Dutch Vandervort
in California some years ago. It flowered receathyg Len got its photo in the American Journal.
Very few people share his enthusiasm and throughisutlk he tried to stay away from its
clutches. You see, it has lovely hooked spinegleaves. Len was somewhat dismissive of the
scent fromTillandsia ‘Kashkin’ so | just had to ask him what scent plisnt had. Apparently, he
was too worried to get close because | quote frorarticle in 1954 “As do all other Argentine
Bromeliaceae, it flowers early in the spring. Itsitish flower opens in the center of the foliar
rosette and sends forth a cadaverous smell. lesecabundant nectar, which often overflows over
the perianthic leaves, and can only be sucked dyligs who are attracted by the flower's
unpleasant odor.”

Then there was Ruya mirabilisthat we were told wasn’'t and has yet to flowed aRuya laxa
where Len wanted proof of its flowering by bringiihgn to a meeting when in flower!

Finally, there was the very raBromelia flemingiifrom Venezuela and only recently described.
Perhaps because Keith grew it from seed it seerhaue got used to the weather around Two
Wells. On the face of it, it should be one of tledesBromeliato grow.

Finally, finally a bit of coincidence. Everybody stikknow our bicycling member called Peter
Franov. He was undecided to buy a ticket for thecid raffle becaues thcantarea glaziouana
was 1m in diam and not a thing to take home orcgche. Then my Margaret —God bless her soul
— said, “if you win it we’ll take it home for youAnd that is what happened. Seed for this was
sown 20 years ago so it must be close to floweNdg!'had three plants surviving but felt we
could spare one for the special raffle! Andrew Ragsdn had the job of protecting said plant on its
trip to Brompton.



June meeting from the Secretary’s desk

Special Raffle. To whoever won the Dyckia ‘Warr@anthe special raffle | suggest you put ‘Son
of Warren’ on the label which will be closer to tmark although grandson of ‘Warren’ may
also be on the cards. This matter will never belvesl because of unwillingness of the seed
growers in NSW and California to show their hand &y to solve this riddle. ‘Son of Warren’
will not be in the Cultivar Register, yet!

Adam spoke on the display plants

George brought in a row of almost flowering Tillsnd erubescens if only to show us living on
the Adelaide plains that we should move to theHilistwhere it is more cool and breezy in the
Summer! Len had brought in his flowering Tillands@lected high up on rocks near Mitla,
Mexico. Len’s problem was that he was in China -eswitere- when it started to flower. Hon
Sec and wife decided to take the bull by the hamdremove one flowering branch to scan on
the computer so data could be sent to Renate E#ldesn noted what a fine job of butchery that
did not need stitches and thus was not visibl&é¢ogeneral audience. Renate is of the opinion
that it is closely related t6. wuelfinghoffij also rare in Australia. It was great to see thedg
looking Vriesea ‘Adam’s Dilemma’ in flower. One biterest at least to me wAgchmea
‘Burning Bush’ which is a showy hybrid. You seealt started in 1938 when Dutrie produced
‘Fulgo-ramosa’ crossindulgenswith ramosa Offsets from this (these) plants were still aun
in the 1960’s but were getting a bit old. Yes, pdaaho age, even in offsets. You need to start
afresh with seed to give a plant a young and wtédiok. Here, commercialism takes a role
because a new name sells easier than an old name.

We also saw aAnanas comosusehaving badly. Bill Treloar while in Victoria claslnot miss a
‘bargain’. 1. It had fruit any true comosus woulel @shamed of, and 2. the leaves were spineless
in the plant but not in the topknot!

Adam had been inducing plants recently and showétbhhenbergia roseaee photo page 8y a

huge plant with very small flowers!

And now to the big show when Derek joined Adam

Bigenerics.

Thanks to members rallying to the cause there Wtseof bigenerics on display. First we
handed out a listing of 51 nothogenera to showrthath crossbreeding has been made in the
past

A bigeneric occurs when one species from one gencr®ssed with a species from another
genus. This term is easier to understand thanffleeabterm nothogenus

To my mind, in Bromeliaceae all bigenerics are muiitethat they cannot set seed nor provide
viable pollen. | have yet to be proved wrong evesugh several have challenged this. When |
have asked for proof the discussion ends. A Trigetnas also been mooted which would also
prove that a bigeneric can be fertile but this #gsed.

So far, bigenerics have only been done within dasulty thus Pitcairnioideae, Bromelioideae
and Tillandsioideae mainly because | believe tleel shape has a great bearing on close
relationships. However, | have had a claim by thé&h Pineapple people that they successfully
crossed dillandsia fasciculatavith anAnanasbut when | asked for proof, all went quiet. In
another example Chester Skotak had crosgedzananiawith aPitcairnia. The resultant grass
got to about 2 inches high and promptly died. 8brgithing on this sort of hybrid.



Bigenerics cont:

Bigeneric hybrids seem to be easier to make if betwtwo similar genera such Mglularium
andNeoregeliawhich also grow in close proximity but would bedher if between sakiechtia
from Mexico andDyckiain Brazil.

A hybrid between ®yckiaand aHechtia( xDycktiag) has an Australian flavour. In 1991 Don
Beadle picked up from a Bromletter article thatvéx Ferris had crossedyckiawith a

Hechtia What he failed to pick up was that Olwen in &id@romeletter announced she got no
seed! So don’t count your chickens before theyhatc

When we first started the SA Brom Society we advgxOrthotanthusWhat'. Not only was it
easy to grow but when you realised you could €ayhiotanthusWhat' it gave you a warm

fuzzy feeling. The problem was it grew from self seed so is now ju€rthophytumWhat’

In 2003 a chap in Florida claimed the smallest tdybryckiawhich flowered when only 4cm in
diam. He wanted to call itDylirium ‘Angelita’( what a name!) because Harry Luthedsahad
links with Encholirium We know thaEncholiriumare very close because only recently some
Dyckiagot transferred t&ncholirium but | could get no reply from Harry on the subjse as

far as | was concerned it was stilDgckia Meanwhile they were being sold at US$70 a piece.
Dennis Cathcart knew about this and reported tdhatthey grew from self set seed too, so the
xDylirium was well and truly dumped. With the close reladiup between these two genera it is
possible this name may rightly reoccur!

Succeeding with a bigeneric hybrid seems to beobheck rather than expertise. In the early
1990’s we visited Bill Morris near Newcastle andditered me a stack of old letters he had
from the 1960’s with many links to bromeliad growef the time. You see, Bill used seed from
the Australia cycads as bait to get Bromeliads Australia and he was successful on many
occasions. In fact, | would say that Bill was ofi@or unsung heroes in getting so much new
Bromeliad material to Australia in those early yeanyway, back to the silverfish chewed
letters that | sorted from date order to correspoh@rder. What revelations! In one batch we
had Bill bragging to Mulford Foster that he hadssedBillbergia nutanswith Neoregelia
carolinaein the early 1960’s. Bill was bragging because flohd Foster had been trying for
years to get a bigeneric to ‘stick’ and Bill hagged him at the post. Such was Mulford’s
dismay that he categorically refused to believetviithhad done. This made Bill disappointed
too, because this bigeneric did not get named 188l when | pushed for the nanigeobergia
‘Noddy’'.

Do bigenerics occur in the wild even though theyehaeached an evolutionary dead end.
Certainly they were reported in the early 1900'sthere seems little proof that this was the
case.

Only recently do we haveHohenmea itaipuanaln the 1980’s Elton Leme namedN&lularium
edmundoi, fraudulentunandlyman-smithiiall based on Seidel collections but where he saw
oddities that made him uncertain of the genus.0@02he moved them td\duregeliaand
although he suggested they were made in cultivditéoontinued with the Latin name linking it
to wild origin. What is interesting is that for tfiest two he had finds made at least 100 miles
from each other. The mind boggles as to how theedara parents were involved so far apart. |
still think he should have given them anglicisedhea and put them in the Cultivar Register.
While Elton was having his problems with these éfspecies | was wondering what to do with a
plant from Ruby Ryde which also has tenuous limkSeidel. After many articles in Bromeletter
with me changing my mind it was eventually callétiduregelia‘Ruby Ryde’!

Clearly, Neophyturhis a favourite of Adam’s and he had brought inesal examplessee page

8). He didn’t bring in the main pare@rthophytum navioideBecause we can’t grow it in
Adelaide but had photos instead.

We even had a similar lookingoxthomeaPowder Puff’

There were severalGanmeaand one ¥rieslandsiaHeavenly Wings’ this one seemed to be
struggling from the effects of the import gassing is not yet in heaven, so we keep our fingers
crossed.
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Bigenerics cont:

Because/rieseaand the green leavddllandsiahave similar inflorescences there have been few
really outstanding Yrieslandsiaproduced. One humdinger is ‘Marichelle’ promotgddiris
Larson in Melbourne whergillandsia imperialiswas crossed with ¥riesiahybrid to give a
robust hybrid(see photo page 8)

xNeomeahas been done many times with nothing really ontitey because thdeoregelia
seems to predominate causing the inflorescencave & small scape and causing the flower to
occur well down in the leaf cup.. One callddeomedSanta Marta(see photo page 1)

Adam thought was Beoregeliaand | made a weak joke aboutWho went home and looked

at the Bromeliad data bases for ‘Santa Marta’? Welid and it is a fascinating plant that
originated in a nursery in Colombia and nobody lhathered to check the inflorescence. Lainie
could do this but she may like to wait until heamtl offsets when she can remove the total
inflorescence and get it to me as long as it isootmushy. | will butcher it just as little boys
take wings off flies, just to see what it looksdid had a sceptical nurseryman in northern NSW
who | got to dissect some of eoregeliaandNidulariumand bigenerics. | opened a whole
new world of wonder for him and now | can’t stonhi

xNiduregeliaare just a variation between each of the genem@vad and have produced only a
few outstanding ones. Probably the same ratio esrsavith truly outstandinbleoregelia

hybrids.

xAnageliaand XAnameawere there for those who want an easy way to m®®inedible
pineapples.

xNeotanthuseems to combine the better points of both geindesf structure but forget about
the flowers.

xCryptbergia‘Mead’ is very common and yet does not have a@hothe ‘official’ records. Bill
Treloar promises to help out!

xHohenelia'Nifty Nev’ so called by the quirky humour of Jol@atlan

Finally we must mention MeostropsisB-Fire’ as it is known in Australia but ‘Shadebah the
USA purely because of laziness of the hybridistceoned.

Aechmea triticin@o guarapariensisto roberto-seideliiby Butcher May 2008.
This article was prompted by the photograph orbtek page of the Hunter District Brom Soc
April 2008 Newsletter.
A plant was imported to Australia from Seidel i th980’s by Len Colgan in Adelaide that was
calledAechmea triticinalt is a prolific with its offsets and soon spresdund Australia. The
only puzzle was its identity. In the 1990’s | starto get hold of original descriptions for my
files and translated many from German and Portigueshe case chechmea guarapariensis
was dealing with Latin and Portuguese and becatusg dindings | considered that o
triticina was in fact this plant. The description in SmittD&wns just did not fit. At least |
convinced South Australians to change their labsia Wendt and Elton Leme in the early
1990'’s in Brazil were in disagreement and so | gast
In the Journal of Bromeliad Society 49: 168. 199k pleased to see that Bruno Silva and
Elton Leme had at last found a ‘tru&! triticina which was nothing like what we had been
growing. So | hung on to the narAe guarapariensigven though it took a long time to write a
label.
| had to wait another 8 years before having yetl@rochange. In Journ. Brom. Soc. 57: 159-
161. 2007 Tania Wendt considered tAaguarapariensisvas really the earlier publishéd
roberto-seidelii (see photo page 4)quote as follows
“The difficulties in the application of the corretame are associated to the complex taxonomic
history involvingAechmea roberto-seidelivith Aechmea guarapariensidechmea triticina
Mez andAechmea pinelianéBrong. ex Planch.) Baker.
During my revision of the subgenBethuava(Wendt 1997), which includes these species, |
consideredhechmea guarapariensedAechmea roberto-seidebis synonyms oiechmea
triticina. My interpretation was based on the similarity agtype collections and also on the
information of the original description that memtéml white or greenish floral coloration for all
three taxa.
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Aechmea triticina article cont:
Aechmea triticinavas described by Mez in 1896, but since its disgoitehas been poorly
understood due to the absence of original drawamgsinsufficient herbarium material. In 1999,
Silva & Leme collected a plant that they considdrede the trué\echmea triticinawhich
exhibits flowers vividly rose to lilac. They consi@d that the characteristic of greenish flowers
attributed to Glaziou (the collector of type speeima ofAechmea triticinpby Mez (1892) in the
protologue is certainly a mistake. Whoever is rightvrong about the colour of the flower of the
type specimens we will never know.”

So please change your labelAechmea roberto-seidelii it looks like anA. pinelianawith

white flowers. If you look at Smith & Downs you Wilee that this plant was treated as a
synonym ofA. pinelianavar. minutato show how similar they are in looks!

Just one word of warning. In the 1980’s there wakaat being grown a&. roberto-seidelii but
was really arA. warasiiin disguise!

y E. M. C. Leme
a Fig. 7: Comparison of inflorescences of
Aechmea roberto-seidelii Aechmea warasii var. intermedia (left)

photo by P Franklin ] B and A. warasii var. warasii (r»g.r.1t)4
Aechmeaoberto-seidelii Aechmeavarasii
An article that the Conference committee hope will be published soon in an issue

of the Journal of the BSI

BROMADELAIDE2009
The Bromeliad Society of South Australia invitesiyto Bromadelaide2009 the XVth biennial
Australian Bromeliad Conference to be held in Agldaover Easter 2009, Friday 10 April to
Monday 13 April.
Information, including the first flyer and regidti@n form, can be obtained at
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/BROMADELAIDE2009.htm
The conference venue is the Adelaide Meridien, tvicin be contacted for accommodation
reservations by telephone toll free in Australial®Y0 888 228, or by email
res@adelaidemeridien.com.au
The keynote speaker will be Dr Jason Grant, ana@dméerence will include a reception/cocktail
event, plant sales, rare plant auction, and bathedecational and stimulating talks. There is an
optional Sunday afternoon/evening bus trip to Melravale involving wine tasting at three
world class wineries, other attractions and diratex unique and charming restaurant.
The early bird registration fee, including severeals, is AUST$185 if paid before 31
December, 2008, or AUST$200 if paid thereafteraBderefer to the above web site.
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Reference photos cont:
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