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²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴ 

9th November - BSA Meeting - George Bell pavilion  

     - speaker Kathy PotterðôFrogs and Bromsô 

14th December - BSA meeting and Christmas Party    

     - Federation pavilion 

2020 Meeting Dates  12th January - George Bell pavilion 

      9th February - George Bell pavilion 

BROMELIAD SOCIETIES AFFILIATED WITH THE BROMELIAD  
SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA INC. 

Bromeliad Society of Victoria                        The Secretary, P.O. Box 101, Darling. Vic. 3145 
Caboolture & Districts Brom. Society Inc     The Secretary, P.O. Box 748,  Caboolture  Qld.  4510. 
Cairns Bromeliad Society Inc       The Secretary, P.O. Box 28, Cairns. Qld. 4870 
Gold Coast Succulent & Brom. Society     The Secretary, P.O. Box 452, 
Helensvale Plaza  Qld. 4212. 
The Hunter Bromeliad Society Inc                  
Tonya McEntyre, 23 Blue Gum Drive Aberglasslyn 2320  
Townsville Bromeliad Study Group,               
C/- Barb Davies, 5 Sharp St, MT LOUISA.  Qld  4814. 
NT Bromeliad Society Inc                               
 C/- Ross Hutton, PO Box 36283, Winnellie. NT  0821 
Fraser Coast Bromeliad Society Inc               
C/- Sue Loughran,  sueloughran1@bigpond.com  

Life Members: 

Ruby Ryde 

Bill Morris  

Ron Farrugia  

Graham McFarlane 

Ian Hook  

Report from Treasurer Alan Mathew - August 2019 

Operating Account to 31st August 2019 

Opening cash at bank  

Income: 

Expenses: 

Bank Statement as at 31st August 2019 

Closing balance 

 

Bank Balances at 30th June 2019 

CBA cheque account 

Gateway Credit Union - Savings ( 816839510 

Gateway Credit Union - Term Deposit ( 331191277) 

Gateway Credit Union - Term Deposit ( 331191278) 

$14,945.36   

 $23,008.06  

$19,014.83  

 

$18,938.59  

 

$18,938.59  

$207.79 

$41,272.14 

$53,193.27 

$113,611.79  
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The new genus KarawataτDerek Butcher 
(sources: photos-Oscar Ribeiro-BT; facebook) 

This new genus was created by J. Marciel et al. in Systematic Botany 44(3): 519ς535. 

2019. 

Phylogenetics work revealed that 

Aechmea subg. Chevaliera is not a 

monophyletic group. Seven species 

previously assigned to the subgenus 

form a clade with strong statistical 

support and in sister position to 

morphologically distinct members of 

other genera.  

Morphological and phylogenetic 

evidence segregates these seven 

species in a new genus named Karawata, which requires the following new 

combinations: Karawata depressa, Karawata gustavoi, Karawata hostilis, Karawata 

multiflora, Karawata nigribracteata, Karawata prasinata and Karawata saxicola. 

These days the trend seems to be to create a new genera rather than trying to solve 

the problem at sub-genus level. This in turn creates problems with naming of man-

made hybrids. In this case, a quick check of the Bromeliad Cultivar Register has 

revealed that none of the 7 taxa have 

been reported. All named have 

impressive inflorescences but are large 

plants and take many years to flower 

which may be the cause of reluctance 

to hybridise. 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Glossary 

Morphological - study of the form and 

structure of organisms and their specific 

structural features. 

Phylogenetic - study of the evolutionary 
history and relationships among groups of 
organisms such as a species. 

Taxa -  group of one or more populations 

of an organism seen by taxonomists to 

form a unit.   
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Vale - Herb Plever 
Sad news has been received that Herb Plever passed 
away on Sept 9th 2019 at the age of 95 after recently 
battling a bout of pneumonia. A WWII vet, lawyer and 
civil activist in Rochdale Village he had passion for social 
justice, Italy, opera and kept fit by going to Scottish 
dancing twice a week. 

A co-founder of the NY Bromeliad Society, Herb was the 
editor of its newsletter 'Bromeliana' from its inception 
over 50 years ago. Herb was an Honorary Trustee of the 
BSI and is the only person who has attended every World Conference! Fiercely pro 
BSI he was not afraid to express his views. Herbs contribution to Bromeliad 

knowledge will be greatly missed. 

hǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ IŜǊōΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ 

Anthocyanin 
(Source: J.Sullivan Anthocyanin - http://bromeliads.gardenwebs.net/

Anthocyanin.htm) 

The red coloration found in bromeliads and many 

other plants is due to plant pigments called 

anthocyanins. These water soluble, vacuole pigments 

may appear red, purple, blue or black depending on their pH. Food plants rich in 

anthocyanins include the blueberry, raspberry, black rice and black soya bean and 

some colours of autumn leaves are derived from anthocyanins. These pigments are 

found in most land plants, with the exception of the cacti and the group containing 

the beet. 

Anthocyanins have a number of  functions. They play a major role in attracting 

insects for pollination, because they absorb the UV light then attract insects 

necessary for pollination. Some bromeliads turn a vivid red just before and during 

pollination and when they no longer need to attract pollinators the anthocyanins 

are degraded by plant enzymes and the bromeliad reverts to a green colour. 

Secondly anthocyanin pigments serve as a UV screen. Produced in response to 

ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¦± ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ 5b! ŦǊƻƳ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ōȅ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘΦ 

Thirdly anthocyanins serve as anti-feedents, as their disagreeable taste serves to 

deter predatory animals.  
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Novice Member's Choice  

1st T. bulbosa   (photo no 6)  Nancye Oakley  

Equal 

2nd 

Bill. Moon Tiger   (photo no 11 )                    

T. recurvifolia x tennuifolia  (photo no 4 )  

Elaine Fletcher 
Harold Kuan  

3rd T. Knoblock   (photo no 12 )  Harold Kuan  

 Margaret Draddy Artistic Competition   

1st Magical Creation   (photo no 8)  Janet Kuan 

2nd Thirteen   (photo no 9)  C. Bunnell 

3rd White cliff   (photo no 10)  Peter Blackburn 

 

 

  

   

   

   

   

Open Judgeôs Choice  

1st T gardneri var rupicola   (photo no 1)  Liz Mudriczki  

2nd T. óOld Manôs Goldô   (photo no 2)  Carolyn Bunnell  

3rd T streptocarpa    (photo no 3)  Carolyn Bunnell  

Open Member's Choice  

1st T aeranthos  Entry submitted not from a member Not awarded 

2nd T gardneri var rupicola   (photo no 1)  Liz Mudriczki  

3rd Tillandsia (unnamed)  (photo no 7)  Helga Nitscke  

Novice Judgeôs Choice  

1st T. recurvifolia x tennuifolia  (photo no 4 )  Harold Kuan  

2nd T. streptocarpa  (photo no 5)  Harold Kuan  

3rd T. bulbosa   (photo no 6)  Nancye Oakley  

CHRISTMAS PARTY  
Our Christmas party and last meeting for the 

year will be on the 14th December in the Federation 
Pavilion. 
Please bring a plate of yummy food to share, as 
well as your cup for tea and coffee. 

Plant of the Month September 2019 
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We had many bromeliads for show and tell at the September meeting including: 
 

Till confertiflora (Helga - photo 1) a shade growing Till. with soft 
leaves and flowers with a slight purple, which had been flowering for 
3-4 months, but the flowers were stuck (a type of quilling) perhaps 

due to not enough water. 

 

A bilbergia with white spots - spots 
identified as spider mites that feed 
ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ 
the plant. The spots look awful and 
can be simply wiped off. 

 

Neo - Shark type (Dave - photo 
2) this variety was bought into Australia by 

John Buchanan. The central leaves had quilled badly, forming a 
large hard ball and was beyond coaxing out. Much discussion 
on whether drilling the central well or whether to simply pull 
out the whole centre  would stimulate it to produce pups. 

Aechmea Phanophlebia 
Rubra (Ray - photo 3) a 
reliable, full sun variety 
tough brom, needing little 
water, which uses lots of 
fertiliser. However if not 
fertilised the leaves are shorter and 
the flowers become more exposed. 

Many members brought in broms 
for identification, but few could be 
identified.  Ian reminded members 
to bring broms in flower, as this will 
help. Neoregelia have many hybrids 
and are often difficult to identify. 
eg Neo. Marmorata has many 
hybrids with varying names. An 

Aechmea was identified as a Pie in the Sky. 

Label your Broms 
( Source The importance of labelling your Bromeliads JBSNZ Vol 59, No7) 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Lŀƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ άƭŀōŜƭ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘǎέΦ 
Choose a method that suits you. Either a permanent marker artline 725, or use a 2B 
pencil, but keep an eye on your labels, as permanent markers and pencils can still wear 
off. Position the label on the side and as an insurance bury a second label in the pot. 
Alternatively paint numbers on pots that correspond to a name list.  

1 

2 

3 

Photo - 
www.epicgardening.com 
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Alcantarea 
(Source JBNZ Vol 54 No 2 ς author Peter Waters; photos Ray Henderson; International Bromeliad Newsletter- 

Peter Tristam exploration of Brazil.) 

The differences between Vriesea and Alcantarea were 
recognised by Botanist Jason Grant and from 1975 it 
became a separate genus to Vriesea.  

Endemic to the eastern states of Brazil (from San Paulo 

to Bahia), the Alcantarea live on rock faces of various 

angles, none are epiphytic but some are terrestrial. 

Every rock formation in this area seems to have its 

own distinct group, 

perhaps due to the seeds 

only having a short 

parachute so the wind 

can only carry the seeds a 

short way.  

Alcantareas have spectacular long inflorescence which 

in the case of Alc. imperialis can reach 3 meters.  

Although in their natural habitat they grow on rocks in 

cultivation they do better in pots and in the ground, so 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǾŜƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ  

Generally they grow 

better in good potting 

mix and with some fertilisation.  

Many species of Alcantarea take years to flower, 

with some taking up to 30 years to produce 

flowers. Although most species when in good 

g r o w i n g 

cond itions, 

take 4-5 

years to 

flower on average. Many Alcantareas are 

susceptible to frost damage and some species 

produce only adventitious pups which need to 

be removed with care.  

Photo by Peter 

Tristam in Brazil  

Alc. Sunshine 

Alc. Aladdin with some variegation 

Alc.Noid 
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Propagation of Alcantarea 
(written by Ray Henderson; other sources B.Reilly, Journal of The Bromeliad Society,2004 Vol.54) 

Alcantareas, some Vriesea and Werauhia produce small adventitious pups (grass 

pups or offsets) when immature and with much reduced frequency when 

approaching maturity. This propagation technique relies on harvesting and rapidly 

multiplying these offsets. Looking at articles on grass pup propagation shows us that 

many different techniques can work well with Bromeliad culture. In this article our 

member Ray Henderson, outlines his way of removing and growing grass pups. 

1. Remove Alc. grass pups, when they are at least a few centimetres long, by hand 

(using a knife is possibly better but I haven't tried that yet) by grasping the pup as 

low as possible and pulling it off in the direction of least 

resistance. On some Alcs. the resistance is huge so leave 

them until they are much bigger. I have experimented by 

comparing the success of planting pups which snap off with 

those that come out cleanly with the base still attached and 

have found the results to be similar as long as the snapped 

ones don't create a hollow effect. I leave the 'snapped' ones 

to 'heal' for a couple of days before planting. 

2. Plant into a 125 mm squat pot filled with potting mix and 

around a teaspoon of 8-9 month osmocote, Hi K (regular is 

also fine) and water in well. Plant any small ones (which 

often come off when removing larger ones) in clusters of 5 or 6 in the pot. 

3. Leave outside in a spot protected from harsh elements, but still get rain, dappled 

light or morning sun. Only water if the potting mix is relatively dry on the surface; 

usually this is very rarely over winter and more often at 

other times. In general I find the dew and rain suffices. 

4. Leave until the roots are well established which can take 

up to a year and pot up in to a bigger pot. 

I use a general potting mix (composted pine bark, ash and 

sand) which I sometimes improve by adding coarse perlite. 

The supplier includes urea in the mix which causes no harm 

and gives them an early boost. Generally these grass pups 

are ignored for a year or so, and the results are great. The 

only real problems come from the occasional very cold 

winter with moderate frosts or very hot conditions when 

the sun burns them. Light frosts are fine in general. 

Above: grass pups of 

various sizes (potted in 

April 2019; Below: same 

pups late Sept 2019. 
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(Source: JBSNZ Vol 59 No 7; www.snail-world.com) 

Alcantarea leaf tips seem to be a target of a 
common garden pest, the snail. Although snails 
normally do not cause damage to bromeliads they 
do attack the tips of leaves in Alc. leaving a thin 
white scar at the tip but not necessarily a hole all 
the way through as usually seen on other plants. 
Alcantareas eaten by snails may be next to other 
bromeliad varieties which strangely are never 
affected.  

Snails are hard to find during the day, so the best 
method is to check the affected Alcantarea at 
night once snails feel safe to come out.  

Garden snails reach maturity between 6 weeks 
and five years of age and lay large numbers of eggs usually just under the top soil in 
a cool place. A snail egg takes two to four weeks to develop and as soon as they 
hatch, young snails will immediately move into a survival mode to find sources of 
calcium because their shells still are soft. They achieve this by eating their egg 
remains or other eggs that have not hatched. Deal with snails either with snail bait 
at the bottom of the brom, or natural deterrents such as eggshells or beer traps. 
Remember to keep an eye of the area for a further 4 weeks as newly hatched snails 

emerge in the area. 

 

Snails and Alcantareas 

Our August guest speakerτPat Walters 
Our thanks to our guest speaker, 

Patricia Walters, (President, Ikebana 

International, Sydney Chapter) who 

demonstrated Ikebana, the Japanese 

art of floral 

arrangement, 

using bromeliads 

supplied by members. Patricia spoke 

about the history, philosophy and 

showed a variety of techniques and 

styles in her Ikebana arrangements.  


